The Balkans, which i Turkish means “mountains,”’ run roughly From the

Danube to the Dardanel) es, From Istria to lsm‘u/, and is a tepn for the hule
Jands of Hungary, Rumam'a, ]ugos/avia, A/l:am’a, Bu[garia, Greece and part
of Tur/eey, a/tlzouglz neither Hungarian nor Greek welcomes inclusion in the
label Itis, or was, a gay peninsuly ﬁ'”ec[ with spn'g;zt/y peop/e who ate peppered
/ féoc[s, drank strong /iquors, wore ﬂamboyant c/otlles, foved and murdered easi/y
and had q sp/ena’ia’ talent ﬂar starting wars. Lesg imaginative westerners Jooked
own on them with secret envy, sm'}%'ng at their roya/ty, sca)%'ng at their
pretensions, and fearing their savage terrorists, Kay/ /\,[gg\-_ca_//ea’ thom ethnic

trash.”’ [ asa foo[’oose Youngster in my twenties, adored them.

— L. LUSUTBERG ER, A Long Row of Candles

I hate the corpses af empires, f]zey stink as not}n'ng else.

—REBECCA WEST, Black Lamb and Grey Falcon
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Map of the Balkans
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